
After almost 4 years of discussion, fundraising, and grant writing, the 140 acre Ingawanis 
Woodland project is now a public area for many forms of recreational use.  Project expenses 
totaled over $560,000, and was paid for by donations, grants and funds without any local tax 
dollars being used.  Large contributions included Young Family Foundation of Waterloo 
($20,000), Mid-American Energy (over $10,000), local and national chapters of Whitetails 
Unlimited (over $18,000) and the Bremer County Conservation Board (over $100,000).  
These large contributions complimented over $36,000 in smaller donations from many, 
many supportive individuals, families, and organizations.  These funds laid the groundwork 
for the project, and with the help of 2 larger grants, the conservation board was able to     
purchase the property.  A NAWCA (North American Wetlands Conservation Act) Grant for 
$60,000 and a REAP (Resource Enhancement and Protection) Grant for $302,889 both 
through the Iowa DNR provided the necessary funds to secure the purchase.  I cannot say 
enough about how the REAP program has impacted natural resources in Bremer County and 
the state of Iowa.  The REAP program alone has provided nearly two million dollars in  
funding natural resource projects in Bremer County alone since its first funding year in 1990.  
My largest praise must go to the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation.  Without their help with 
the initial purchase, fundraising and grant writing, this project could not have been possible! 

Now that the area is owned, the Bremer County Conservation Board is working on long-
range management for the area.  This includes updating the facility on the area for both   
public programs and rental, timber management, and working with mountain bike users and 
organizations to manage the seven miles of biking trails on the area.  Two of these groups 
hosted events on this area to raise funds to offset interest expenses incurred for the purchase 
of the area.  The Rugged Toad Adventure Triathlon and Shredfest events have raised several    
thousand dollars to help pay for these interest charges, and have exposed hundreds of       
participants to this area to see its beauty.                                           Continued on page 2. 
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Ingawanis Woodland is a New Public Area!  
By Frank Frederick, Director  



Bremer Bulletin  

Besides mountain biking, the area offers hiking, bird watching, mushroom hunting, wildflower viewing and  
other outdoor nature activities. The Eagle Lodge facility can be rented for a $50/day fee.  It has a meeting 
room, small kitchen, heat/air and restrooms. At present, the access gate to Eagle Lodge (2588 Hawthorne 
Avenue) is regularly locked, but a small parking lot can be used just west of Hawthorne Avenue on 260th 
Street.  The entire area is northeast of Janesville. 
 
For more information on this new public area in Bremer County, call our office at 319-882-4742. 

The photo above is the kitchen in Eagle Lodge.  With donations from private individuals, a new stove,    
refrigerator, bottom cabinets, countertop and sink have all been added.  You may reserve Eagle Lodge for a 
family gathering or private event. Call Frank Frederick at 319-882-4742 to check on availability.  
 
Below, you will see a photo of the new flooring and bathroom doors as well as the main door (on left) going 
outside. 

Ingawanis Woodland, Continued  
By Frank Frederick  
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Whitetails Unlimited & PRAS  
help purchase new canoe trailer  

By Heather Gamm  

Bremer County Conservation would like to thank Prairie Rapids Audubon Society for their generous 
donation of $500 to help fund a new canoe trailer. Our trailer was delivered by Darrin Siefken of 
CrawDaddy Outdoors in June.  The trailer was built by Custom Classic Trailers in Fairbank, Iowa.  It was 
custom-made for our needs.  It has a box to put our paddles in so this frees up space in my vehicle for life 
jacket tubs. It also provides a permanent storage for the paddles which means more space in my stall.  The 
trailer is wider and will eliminate the possibility of tipping over. The trailer is also lower to the ground 
which means I can reach the top rack better when loading canoes.  We are able to haul our kayak on the 
trailer instead of the 6th canoe. The kayak allows naturalists to move more quickly in the river.  This is 
beneficial when the group of children spreads out.  
 
The canoe trailerôs estimated cost was $4,000. However, the actual cost 
was $3,587.  The Cedar Wapsi Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited donated 
$1,000 to the Environmental Education program and it was used to help 
purchase the canoe trailer. With a donation of $500 given by PRAS and 
a trade-in value of $600 for the old trailer, a mere $1,487 in REAP 
funds were needed to supplement the remainder of the cost. This was a 
HUGE help in purchasing this necessary piece of equipment. 
 
The trailer is an improvement that will last a long time! 
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Beneath the Surface Halloween Hike  
October 25, 2016  

 
On October 25, Bremer County Conservation will host its annual Halloween Hike 
at Ingawanis Woodland.  This yearôs theme is about animals that live in or near the 
water.  Actors will include a Catfish, Tiger Salamander, Freshwater mussel,    
Crayfish, and Caddisfly Larvae.  Hikes will begin at 6:00, 6:15, 6:30 and 6:45.  
Only 25 participants will be registered for each hike.  Please call 319-882-4742 by 
October 24 to register. The suggested donation is $3. Cookies and cocoa will be 
served in the lodge after the hike. 

 
 

Recently Bremer County Conservation (BCC) has been working with community volunteers to establish a 
group called the ñBremer County Nature Alliance.ò  The mission of the alliance is to help raise funds,     
coordinate volunteer efforts, support and advocate for environmental education programs as well as other 
BCC projects. 
 
Creating a vibrant and active membership is very important to the success of the group and its mission. If 
you are interested in supporting the group and its efforts, you can subscribe to an annual membership of 
$20.  We welcome members who are willing to give financial help or volunteer time as we start moving  
forward with projects and ideas. Donations and membership requests can be mailed to Bremer County  
Conservation, PO Box 412, Tripoli, Iowa 50676.  Checks should be made payable to Bremer County Nature 
Alliance.  Thank you! 
 

For more information, contact any of our current members or staff.  
Kris Rash ï Denver 
Gary Thurm ï Readlyn 

Andrew Sexton ï East Waterloo 
Sue Bahe ï Sumner 
Mary Dove ï Janesville 
Joyce Harms ï Tripoli 
Scott Duffus ï Tripoli 

David McCullough ï Waverly 
Stacey Snyder - Tripoli 

Bremer County Nature Alliance  
By Heather Gamm  


